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Songbird Notes: Some long time ago, when we were discussing the possibility of a Shovel
Knight review, an option to link to a track of my composition was suggested. This option has
been used for a number of reviews, such as for Geb's review of Crypt of the Necrodancer,
and for my reviews of LEGO Star Wars III: The Clone Wars, Magicka 2, and Nioh. (These are
all from PS3, which has a different music library from PS4 and XBox One.) I'm almost too
slow to catch up with the drop of new music on most consoles, and can't keep up with the in-
game music on any of them, but when I was able to get my hands on Ativador I took a brief
peek at some of my old MP3 files. The composition is close to the theme song used in the
2014 Shovel Knight video game, and I am satisfied with the piece overall. So I decided to
link to it below. Perhaps if someone likes it I'll find the time to record a different, more
fleshed-out version. It's not perfect, but it could at least be fun to hear it as it's being played
by Shovel Knight during his tour through the Great Tomb of Nazarick. Here's the original
five-minute track:  I wrote this music for the NWRPCA (Northwest Renaissance and
Performing Arts Center) concert of Jan 20-23, 2014. I used a couple of characters from a
story by Seth Mears, a Renaissanceman and a Dreamer. I made the music in GarageBand,
and recorded it on an iRiver H320 mp3 player that I made into a stand-alone mixer. I used a
second iRiver H320 to tape the digital audio. The H320s were both plugged into a MacBook
Pro. I played, recorded, and edited the music on that system, and then I played some more
on a PS3 using a home-built keyboard/controller I wrote in Processing. On the other PS3 I
ran using the PS3 Homebrew Channel to handle the audio. On both systems I used Adobe
Audition CC to edit the track. To get MIDI into Audition I used a Roland M-Audio MIDI
Toaster, a MIDI In/Out I had made, and I used Audacity to convert the MIDI files into WAV. I
then recorded a new track using Audacity and my keyboard, and then used that track as the
new Audacity template. The new MIDI files were then exported into Audacity. Finally, I set
up my iRiver H320 to play the music at the beginning of the concert, and recorded my voice
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